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Retiring after more than 45 years as a Steelworker
and 19 on the staff of the international union,
Assistant to the Director John Rebrovich and his
wife Patti are going to take the time to enjoy their
family. They plan to spend a “lot” of time attending their seven grandchildren’s sporting events.
Rebrovich also plans to do a lot of fishing and
outdoor activities. We would like to thank John
for all of his years of hard work and dedication to
our union and labor movement.
Congratulations and enjoy your retirement!

Sub-District 1 Office

3433 Broadway Street NE, Suite 315
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Phone ..........................................612-623-8003
Fax ................................................612-331-4266
Staff: Brian Ecker, Travis Lohmann, Robert Ryan,
Gene Szondy, Michelle Ivey

Sub-District 2 Office

3675 South Noland Road, Suite 310
Independence, MO 64055

Phone............................................816-836-1400
Fax ................................................816-836-0312
Staff: Dave Rizzuto, Greg Tate Jr.,
Robert Tripp, Terri Pierce

Sub-District 3 Office

2017 Southlawn Drive, Suite B
Des Moines, IA 50315

Phone............................................515-953-0783
Fax ................................................515-953-0786
Staff: Stacey Andersen Randy Boulton,
Jeff Hartford, John Kesler, Monte Morlock

Staff Office

415 Jones Street
Eveleth, MN 55734

Phone............................................218-744-2757
Fax ................................................218-744-7926
Staff: Cathy Drummond, Michele Fagre,
John Rebrovich, Michael Woods, Tiffany Olson

Staff Office

3307A Hollenberg Drive
Bridgeton, MO 63044

Phone............................................314-209-0613
Fax ................................................314-209-0662
Staff: Cameron Redd, Ronald J. Wilkey,
Ruth Cooley

Send comments and suggested articles to:

D11news@usw.org

© Copyright 2019 by District 11 United Steelworkers, AFL-CIO-CLC. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced
without the written consent of District 11.

Let’s Hear
from YOU!

USW@Work is published four times a year and we need the
submissions for the Spring 2019 issue by April 15, 2019.
Please submit them to D11news@usw.org.
Also include a telephone number or active e-mail address in case we need
additional information. We will try to include all submissions and we reserve the
right to edit information in order to fit the allocated space.

GET INVOLVED
CIVIL RIGHTS
David Rizzuto
USW District 11 Civil and
Human Rights Coordinator
515-953-0783 office
515-953-0786 fax
515-490-1277 cell
drizzuto@usw.org
EDUCATION
COORDINATORS
Brian Ecker
becker@usw.org
Ron Wilkey
rwilkey@usw.org
NEXT GENERATION
For information on Next
Generation, please contact
the District 11 office at
612-623-8045.
ORGANIZING
For information on Organizing,
please contact the District 11
office at 612-623-8045.

RAPID RESPONSE
Bob Ryan
USW District 11 Rapid
Response Coordinator
3433 Broadway Street NE
Suite 315
Minneapolis, MN 55413
612-623-8003 office
612-331-4266 fax
rryan@usw.org
SOAR
Bonnie Carey
USW District 11
SOAR Coordinator
Bettendorf, IA 52722
309-721-7908 cell
bjcarey_55@yahoo.com

WOMEN OF STEEL
Cathy Drummond
USW District 11
Women of Steel Coordinator
415 Jones Street
Eveleth, MN 55734
218-744-2757 office
218-744-7926 fax
cdrummond@usw.org

WOS COUNCIL
COORDINATORS
Christina Lehman—Iowa
4866 NE 39th Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50317
515-201-6134 cell
cknapp310@hotmail.com

Talina McClure—MOKAN
33212 Koala Circle
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
816-877-6484
total_princess1980@yahoo.com

Marketa Anderson—WIM’N-KOTA
502 SW 8th Avenue
Chisholm, MN 55719
218-403-0219
m_manderson@msn.com
Tina Fife—WY/MT
PO Box 553
Lyman, WY 82937
307-747-4672
tfife78@gmail.com

Covering the news of the United Steelworkers in District 11

Volume 5/Issue 1
Winter 2019

DISTRICT 11

2018 Jefferson Award Winner
Lana Hiltbrunner

Local Union 9460-03

The Eleventh Annual Jeremy Rush Hiltbrunner Cystic
Fibrosis Walleye Fishing Tournament will take place on
his birthday, May 18, 2019, in Ely, Minnesota. Jeremy
was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis when he was only six
months old and lived until he was 27 years old.
Jeremy's motto was, "Live for today, not for tomorrow.”
He loved fishing, the New York Yankees and riding his motorcycle. To honor
his memory, his father, Michael, and step-mother, Lana, have hosted an
annual walleye tournament.
All money collected goes to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of Minnesota.
Michael and Lana strive every day to bring awareness and education about
Cystic Fibrosis with the ultimate goal of someday finding a cure.
Through their activism, they have brought awareness to the public by sharing their story through social media, newspapers and television interviews.
Their tireless efforts and more than 1,000 hours of work over the course of
a decade have raised more than $100,000 for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
of Minnesota.
This allows the organization to fund important research and provide assistance to the people and families affected by Cystic Fibrosis, all while raising
awareness about the disease.
Lana is currently a unit president for Local Union 9460-03. She has been
a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) at the Essentia Health Ely Clinic since 2008,
and she is active within her local, serving on the negotiating and Women
of Steel committees.

Live for today,
not for tomorrow.
Jeremy Rush Hiltbrunner

A $500 donation from the United
Steelworkers has been presented to
Lana for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.
In addition District 11 matched that
with a second $500 donation.

2019 UPCOMING EVENTS
NTS
Charley Richardson
Educational Institutes:
䊳

MINK: June 2-7

䊳

Ruttger’s: September 15-20

THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Emil Ramirez, District 11 Director

Moving Forward in 2019
First of all, I want to use this
opportunity to thank Assistant to
the Director John Rebrovich for his
service to our union.
With his forty-five years as a
member of the United Steelworkers, including more than
19 years serving on the staff of District 11, he did a fantastic job. John was an example to all of us in the way he
was able to get along with people while standing his
ground during bargaining over issues critical for our members and their families. I’d like to personally thank John
for all his valuable help and wish him a long, happy and
wonderful retirement.
Next, I’d like to welcome, our new Assistant to the Director, Cathy Drummond. Cathy has served on the District 11
staff for nearly 19 years. Her leadership in guiding our
District 11 Women of Steel program to include more members is appreciated. Her knowledge of the health care
industry has been instrumental in helping us create the
USW Health Care Workers Council. I’d like all of you to
know that Cathy is the first woman in our union to serve as
an Assistant to the Director.

In this new year of 2019, we are faced with many changes
and challenges. Currently, our oil industry local unions are
in negotiations. With nine refineries and multiple pipelines
within District 11, the USW is committed to Safety First at
all of the locations. We can negotiate wage increases and
great benefits, but safety must be a top priority.
Later this spring, the Arconic master agreement covering
two thousand members in Davenport, Iowa, will expire. We
have already started preparing for those negotiations, and
I am confident that our local union solidarity in Davenport
and throughout the other Arconic locations will prevail.
An important mining negotiation will also be taking
place this spring at our USW represented Sibayne-Stillwater
mine in Columbus, Montana, where more than ninehundred members work, mining non-ferrous metals like
palladium and platinum.
Following up on the 2018 elections, USW supported
candidates were successful throughout the district.
Just to mention a couple of successes, thanks to all the
members who volunteered in our 2018 political program.
We helped reelect the two U.S. Senators in Minnesota and
worker friendly governors in Minnesota and Kansas.

Steelworkers Celebrate Walz’s Inauguration By Bob Ryan
Tim Walz was sworn in as the 41st Governor of
Minnesota on Jan. 7, 2019, and the state could not
have elected a better person for working families.
Before being elected governor, Walz represented
Minnesota’s 1st Congressional District in the U.S. House of

Representatives for six terms. Prior to that, he was a
teacher and a proud union member.
Also sworn in were Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan, Attorney
General Keith Ellison, Secretary of State Steve Simon and
State Auditor Julie Blaha, who is also a union member and
a good friend of the Steelworkers.
District 11 Director Emil Ramirez, Assistant to the Director
John Rebrovich and I attended the ceremony in St. Paul.
On Saturday, Jan. 12, Cathy Drummond and her husband,
Jack; John Rebrovich and his wife, Patti; my wife Sherri
and I, attended the inaugural celebration in Minneapolis,
where we met with Senator Tina Smith and other elected
officials in attendance.
Several thousand people attended the inauguration,
all of whom are looking forward to the next four years with
a union member who we helped elect as the Governor
of Minnesota.
L to R: John Rebrovich, Patti Rebrovich, Governor Tim Walz,
Sheri Ryan, Bob Ryan, Cathy Drummond, Jack Drummond
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Local 444L Women of Steel
Raise Funds for Quilting Warriors
Words can’t express the generosity of nine ladies from
Nauvoo! In November 2018, the USW Local 444L
Women of Steel Committee (WOS) in Keokuk, Iowa,
donated $2,200 to the Quilting for Warriors sewing
club. The money was raised from t-shirt and hoodie
sales that the WOS Committee conducted during the
month of November.
The Quilting Warriors are a group of dedicated ladies who
make quilts for wounded soldiers hospitalized in Landstuhl,
Germany. The soldiers are severely wounded, first being
treated in Germany and then flown back to the United
embroidered dedication and special note to that soldier.
States for further medical treatment.
All the love and dedication given to each quilt is beyond
The nine ladies involved are Em Stevenson (who recently
measure. These quilts are wrapped around the soldiers to
turned 90 years old), Mary Scheetz, Ann Wilkens,
help keep them warm on their flight home. It is said the
Hannelore Moffitt, Jyl Sly, Peggy Siegfried, Karen Ourth,
plane
ride home can be very drafty, and it shows them
Julie Johnson and Rose Pollpeter. They have dedicated
the love and respect that they so truly deserve.
many hours making beautiful red, white, and blue quilts to
Anyone who would like to visit with these ladies can find
be sent as part of the USO to the injured.
them most Thursday mornings at the Knights of Columbus
Some of the ladies have been quilting together for over
Hall building in Nauvoo, Illinois. Donations of money or
30 years. Julie Johnson had moved away from Nauvoo and
supplies are greatly appreciated.
spent the last 29 years in Florida. While living there she
was introduced to the USO Service.
Julie’s son-in-law is in the Army,
making this an issue very close to her
heart. Upon relocating back home to
the Nauvoo area, she introduced the
The District 11 Collective Bargaining Conference was held from Jan. 15-17,
Quilting Warriors to the USO Quilts.
2019, in Bloomington, Minnesota. About 81 delegates from throughout the
The ladies gather on Thursdays for
district were provided with the tools necessary to conduct local contract bartheir weekly quilting. They have family
gaining in the upcoming year.
members and local town people who
The curriculum included courses in collective bargaining law and bargainwill drop in on sewing days to donate
ing
committee team training as well as workshops on pensions and
money to them, but most of the cost
health insurance.
comes from their own pockets.
Delegates learned about membership mobilization, media relations and
It costs $40 to make a quilt and
interest-based bargaining. The conference concluded with the delegates par$10 to mail it. With all the Warriors do
ticipating in a mock negotiation.
they have special touches they add to
There was a reception with District 11 Director Emil Ramirez giving a state
personalize each quilt for the soldier.
of the district address.
A corner of each quilt has a hand

2019 Collective Bargaining Conference
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