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Resiliency, Stability, Communities – Congress Has Solutions to Build Back Better 
 
Every two years, members of Congress introduce around 10,000 bills that would shape the country for better or worse for 
decades to come. Few of these bills actually become law. Our country has for too long delayed making systemic changes 
to repair communities, protect our children, and defend workers’ rights.  
 
Last year, President Biden and members of Congress developed a $1.7 trillion proposal known as the Build Back Better Act 
(BBB) to make real changes for working people. This was a combination of existing bills and new policy proposals. BBB 
passed the House in November 2021, but its ambition was halted in the Senate, where some members are not ready to 
act on many of these priorities in whole. 
 
Negotiations are ongoing between the President, the House, and the Senate. The United Steelworkers calls on Congress 
– both the House and the Senate – to move a package with the following items: 
 
Bettering the Lives of Workers by: 

1. Ensuring working families’ economic stability by providing workers with access to paid medical and family leave. 
(FAMILY Act – H.R. 804 / S. 248) 

2. Recognizing the value of union membership by providing a guaranteed tax deduction to worker (no matter income 
level) for the cost of collective bargaining. (Tax Fairness for Workers Act – H.R. 2549 / S.1157) 

3. Protecting workers from unfair labor practices by fining unscrupulous employers who violate U.S. labor law. (PRO 
Act – H.R. 842 / S. 420) 

4. Expanding Medicare to incorporate hearing benefits, a crucial need for retired manufacturing workers.  
5. Supporting working parents by allocating $100 billion in block grants to expand universal preschool and lower the 

cost of child care.  
 

Building Our Domestic Manufacturing by: 

1. Investing $8 billion in new and existing manufacturing by reviving the 48C tax credit and allocating half of that 
money for communities that have lost energy or manufacturing jobs. (American Jobs in Energy Manufacturing 
Act of 2021 – H.R. 5369 / S. 622)  

2. Investing in the long-term jobs in industry and power plants with the deployment of carbon capture utilization 
and storage (CCUS) by amending the 45Q tax credit (Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage Tax Credit 
Amendments Act – S. 986) 

3. Building domestic manufacturing capacity in the energy supply chain by changing the tax credits for renewable 
energy developers in order to incentivize the use of American materials and components to receive tax credits. 

 
All of the above items were included in the Build Back Better Act that passed the House. Congress should work to pass a 
version of Build Back Better that includes all of the above to upgrade our infrastructure and our economy. United 
Steelworkers urges members of Congress to push for passage of a Build Back Better package that includes these policies. 


