
Voting Rights are Civil Rights
Domestic Issues:



BIPOC:
Black 

Indigenous
People

of 
Color.



The more things 
change, the more 
things remain the 
same, Voting Rights 
are no exception to 
this notion. 



Yo! We’ve been fighting for 157 years.



Reconstruction:1865-1877

One ending brings a new Beginning



What happened in the Reconstruction era









The 13th amendment (1865)- formally abolished slavery

The 14th amendment (1868)- granted citizenship 

and equal civil and legal rights to African 

Americans and enslaved people who had been 

emancipated after the Civil War.

The 15th amendment (1870)- guaranteed that the right to vote could not be 

denied based on race, color or previous condition of  servitude.



During Reconstruction the 15th amendment was successful 

in encouraging African Americans to vote. 



However, efforts by several states like 

poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses, 

and VIOLENCE aimed to stop the 

vote. 

Voter Suppression



The violence in the South... was directed at newly freed 
black people and white Southern Republicans. 



“The Ku Klux Klan would take people out of their houses 
or their cabins in the dark of the night, strip them out in 
a road, make them run down the road, make them 
sometimes lie on a rock where they would be whipped, 
where men would line up to whip them.”

– David Bligh, Historian 





Women’s Suffrage 

1820-1965





Black Women’s Suffrage from 1820-1965

Women’s Suffrage 1820-1920

The 19th Amendment becomes law, giving women the right to 

vote

Jim Crow laws- Economic, Political, Legal, Social and Personal Oppression

Stopped many black voter from actually casting their ballots.

Voter Suppression
Violence



Indigenous Suffrage 

1776-1962





Jim Crow 

1877-1968



Jim Crow laws

Voter Suppression

Poll tax, literacy test, grandfather clauses VIOLENCE





Civil Rights Movement 

1954-1968





The Voting Rights Act of 1965

aimed to overcome legal barriers at the 
state and local levels that prevented 
African Americans from exercising their 
right to vote as guaranteed under the 
15th Amendment.



The 2020 presidential election had the highest voter turnout of  the 21st 

century…

This was the response to the election…



Insurrection at the Capitol 
January 6, 2021



Between January 1 and 
December 7, 2021, 

at least 19 states passed 
34 laws restricting access 

to voting. 



What do these laws look like?





In Georgia, people can face criminal charges, up 
to a year in jail or a $1000 fine, for handing out 
water or snacks at the poll line. 



In Iowa and Kansas, State Lawmakers enacted 
legislation that can make it a criminal offense for 
individuals to return ballots of Americans with 
Disabilities, on their behalf. 



Impact on Indigenous people

Today, restrictions are still making it difficult for tribal communities to vote. Many 
who live on reservations do not have a traditional street address, leading to their 
voter registrations being rejected.



Efforts to discourage and disenfranchise 

voters—in voter registration, ballot access, or 

counting of  votes—have a catastrophic effect 

on our democracy and our communities.





Our mission in the Rapid Response Program 

is to inform every USW member about 

pending legislation concerning labor and 

work-related issues. 



Action Call!

Action Call!

Action Call!


