
   

 
 

Trade Enforcement – More must be done! 

 
The United Steelworkers (USW) is the most active union on trade enforcement. Our union and our members have 
participated in hundreds of trade enforcement cases and actions. From 2011 to now, USW has either filed or supported  
over 50 trade enforcement cases alone, defending literally hundreds of thousands of domestic manufacturing jobs from 
unfair trade practices by countries across the globe. 

Global overcapacity in multiple manufacturing sectors has greatly distorted the playing field for USW members and the 
products they make, and given rise to a flood of illegal trading practices. Throughout 2016, our union will engage in a 
number of trade enforcement cases in several USW-represented industries. While these actions are an important step in 
defending U.S. jobs from unfair trade, to ensure U.S. jobs are not shipped overseas, the U.S. must lead the global 
community through both multilateral and unilateral actions, and by holding offending nations accountable at global 
bodies such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) and at the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). 

Trade Enforcement Cases in 2016 

Unfair foreign pricing and government subsidies distort the flow of goods and adversely affect American businesses and 
workers in the global marketplace. These illegal trade practices destroy American communities as other countries export 
their unemployment into the U.S. Our union believes trade enforcement such as these anti-dumping and countervailing 
duty (AD/CVD) petitions are a critical component in leveling the playing field and maintaining manufacturing jobs. Below 
are a few important USW-supported trade cases which need congressional support. 

Steel 

Corrosion-Resistant Steel (CORE): Is steel sheet coated or plated with a corrosion or heat-resistant metal to prevent 
corrosion. The AD/CVD petition is in the final stages with the Department of Commerce (DOC) and U.S. International 
Trade Commission (ITC) with a final decision expected in June 2016. The case addresses 2.5 million tons of CORE 
imported to the U.S. in 2015 from multiple countries. 

Cold-Rolled Steel: Is a sheet steel that is primarily used in appliances, automotive products, containers and construction. 
Imports increased 120 percent between 2012 and 2014. The petition addresses 2.2 million tons of cold-rolled steel 
imported to the U.S. in 2015, which is 77 percent of all cold-rolled imports into the U.S. The petition is in the final stages 
with the ITC and DOC. A final decision is expected by July 2016. 

Hot-Rolled Steel: Is sheet steel that is further processed and used in appliances, automobiles, heavy machinery, machine 
parts and nonresidential construction. The petition addresses 3.3 million tons of hot-rolled steel imported to the U.S. in 
2015, which is approximately 70 percent of all hot-rolled imports into the U.S. The petition is in the final investigation 
stage and will be completed by September 2016. 

Cut-to-Length Steel Plate: Is steel plate that is produced by being cut-to-length from coils and plate that is rolled or 
forged into a discrete length.  Cut-to-length plate is used in a variety of applications including buildings, bridgework, 
transmission towers, light poles, equipment for agriculture, construction, mining and heavy transportation, machine 
parts and tooling and large diameter pipe. The volume of cut-to-length steel imports surged by over 100 percent 
between 2013 and 2015, rising from 572 thousand tons to 1.2 million tons.   Imports from twelve countries captured an 
increasing share of the U.S. market over the past three years at the direct expense of competing domestic producers. 
The petition is in the very beginning stages of investigation. 



   

Rubber 

Truck and Bus Tires: USW led case against China for illegally dumping and subsidizing truck and bus tires into the U.S. 
market. Imports of Chinese-made bus and truck tires increased from 6 million tires to 8 million from 2012 to 2014. The 
USW represents 6,000 workers at five facilities in the U.S. that account for more than two thirds of domestic capacity for 
truck and bus tires.  The tire production facilities are operated by Bridgestone-Firestone, Goodyear and Sumitomo, 
located in LaVergne and Warren County, TN; Buffalo, NY; Danville, VA and Topeka, KS. The petition is in the preliminary 
investigation stage. 

Off the Road (OTR) Tires: The USW represents workers producing OTR tires at Titan International, Inc., Bridgestone and 
Goodyear at six plants in Illinois, Iowa, Kansas and Ohio. These tire factories are under threat from unfair trade practices 
with India and Sri Lanka. The investigation is in the preliminary stage with the Department of Commerce and the 
investigation is expected to be completed by early 2017. 

Paper 

Coated Paper Sunset Review: This paper is normally used for advertising materials, books, annual reports and high 
quality catalogs. In 2010, USW - along with Verso, Sappi and Appleton paper companies - successfully showed that 
dumping and countervailing duties were impacting U.S. manufacturers of coated paper. Duties were placed on China 
and Indonesia. Every five years the ITC and the DOC must conduct a review to see if there is a threat of further injury to 
the U.S. industry. The DOC agreed that imports were still likely to be dumped into the U.S. market and continued the 
orders. The ITC will review the facts in a hearing in August 2016 and make the final decision. USW urges Congress to 
weigh in with the ITC to support the Coated Paper Sunset Review and maintain existing duties against China and 
Indonesia. 

Aluminum 

Aluminum Extrusion Sunset Review: Aluminum extrusions are produced and imported in a wide variety of shapes and 
forms, including, but not limited to, hollow profiles, other solid profiles, pipes, tubes, bars and rods used in the  
automotive, transportation, renewable energy and electronics markets. In 2011, the industry showed that Chinese 
imports of aluminum extrusions were being dumped and subsidized in the U.S. market and duties were imposed.  As 
required by international law, a sunset review is being conducted and the review process began on April first of this 
year.  USW urges Congress to support the continued duties against China as there is a serious threat that dumping and 
subsidies will continue.  Because of the tariffs, over seven hundred million pounds of aluminum extrusion business has 
returned to the domestic industry, creating jobs and investment in new plants and equipment. 

 

China Non-Market Economy Status 

China has developed massive overcapacity in multiple commodity sectors like steel, aluminum, paper, refining, cement, 
and tires because it is a non-market (meaning government-run) economy.   It has continued to build its productive 
capacity in steel and other sectors because it relies on massive exports to employ its people and fuel its growth.   This 
was built as a result of state-led direction, through its Five Year Plans and associated government policies.  

When world trading partners like the U.S. accepted China into the WTO, there was an agreement that essentially said 
they could take the next 15 years to end the government’s subsidizing of their economy. That deadline is almost here 
and China is trying to convince the world that they have lived up to their end of the agreement.  But they have not and if 
the U.S. were to agree that China was no longer subsidizing its industries (that it was no longer a “non-market 
economy”) - it would have severe consequences for every one of our trade cases and endanger the tariff protections we 
have won.  This decision by the U.S. is too important to leave it up to just one branch of government.   Congress, and the 
people they represent, should have a say over this decision, therefore, it is important to support and pass H.R. 4927, the 
China Market Economy Status Congressional Review Act sponsored by Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT-03).   


