
What is unusual about your hometown, 
place of work or job?
Being from the public sector is different. We 
have fairly safe, relatively secure jobs, so 
listening to the stories and the things other 
people say has been important. 

What does this year’s theme, “A Union That 
Works” mean to you?
I love it. It means that the union works for 
us. They’re always there on our behalf. But it 
also means that we are hard workers.  We’re 
getting our jobs done and doing what we 
need to do. 

What issues will be important when your 
Local’s contract expires?
Wages—and benefits are one of those things 
that we always have to worry about. We 
don’t want to bring up health insurance, 
and we just hope and pray they don’t bring 
it up.

What is the most “political” thing you have 
done?
The most political thing I’ve done is run 
for local union office as vice president of 
amalgamated local. But as far as politics, 
I work in a county court house, and I see 
it every day. I see people who only show 
up for the presidential elections, and I’m 
amazed by people who don’t come for the 
local elections. Those are just as important. 

What career option do you think Chris Christie and/or Rob 
Ford should pursue?
I don’t know enough about either one to have an opinion.

Who would you prefer to have dinner with, and why: Hilary 
Clinton, Lady Gaga, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, Will Smith, 
Richard Trumka or Jennifer Lawrence?
I would say Lady Gaga. Just seeing her name, brought up 
the gender identity policy we debated yesterday, and if she 
were aware of what the USW just did, she could spread our 
message on a global level. 

What’s the best thing about the Convention so far?
The best part for me was getting to come out early and 
getting to see some of the behind-the-scenes efforts that 
some of the other members don’t get to see. I was on the 
appeals committee and it was important to see what went 
into what the convention is really about—and to help make 
the decisions that are brought to the floor.

What things do you hope to do while you’re here?
It’s been great just meeting people from other locals and 
getting our local known with other members. 

Have you yet decided how you will put the convention to 
work when you return home?
Not yet. There’s so much information going around in my 
head, I still need a chance to collect my thoughts.

Name: Dana Parson

Local Number/USW District #: Local 1940, District 10 

Employer, Job Title: County of Mifflin, Deed/Per Capita Clerk

Years as USW Member: 17

Hometown: Lewistown, Pa


