
What is unusual about your hometown, place 
of work or job?
Conditions in Puerto Rico are a little different 
than here. We’ve had an economic 
depression since 2006, and it’s still going on. 
We’ve thousands of public sector jobs, which 
is a big problem. We also have a problem 
with losing too many of our professionals to 
emigration.

What does this year’s theme, “A Union That 
Works” mean to you?
I work with the AFL-CIO in Puerto Rico, and 
I’ve had the opportunity to work with a lot of 
different unions. I can say that the USW is the 
most democratic one. The USW gives more 
attention to politics and education.  

What issues will be important when your 
Local’s contract expires?
Subcontractors.  We have to fight them when 
we go into negotiations in a few months. 
Many employers are subcontracting to get 
rid of union members, and our numbers are 
way down because of this.

What is the most “political” thing you have done?
Lobbying is part of my job.  With the last 
administration we had a republican governor, 
and we did a lot of lobbying and a lot of 
political action to get rid of him. We’re also 
working together with some senators who are 
pro-union to pass legislation. 

What career option do you think Chris Christie and/or Rob 
Ford should pursue?
An inmate in a prison.

Who would you prefer to have dinner with, and why: Hilary 
Clinton, Lady Gaga, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, Will Smith, 
Richard Trumka or Jennifer Lawrence?
Hilary Clinton: she has big support in Puerto Rico.  She won 
Puerto Rico in the primary, not Obama. And I could start 
building relations with the next president. 

What’s the best thing about the Convention so far?
The speech by Rev. Barber. He doesn’t speak; he transmits 
energy.

What things do you hope to do while you’re here?
Learn, learn and learn. 

Have you yet decided how you will put the convention to 
work when you return home?
I love the new slogan.  It will be popular with our members, 
and we can use it to activate them.
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