
What is unusual about your hometown, place 
of work or job?
Horses and bourbon are the dominant 
industries in my hometown. Also surprising is 
that my hometown has a large union base 
for a small town. We have two Ford plants 
that are UAW and UPS (United Parcel Service) 
is home to approximately 8000 Teamsters. Of 
course, we have the USW as well.

What does this year’s theme, “A Union That 
Works” mean to you?

“A Union That Works” means that we keep 
plants open and negotiate good contracts. I 
also think we need to get better at advertising 
our successes. This year’s theme advertises 
that message especially to our members.

What issues will be important when your 
Local’s contract expires?
Wages and benefits will be important issues. 
Healthcare will be key because ACA will 
not be fully implemented by 2018 when our 
contract expires. We will also have to focus 
on closing the two-tier wage gap. In addition, 
we will have to stop giving concessions and 
move forward.

What is the most “political” thing you have done?
I ran for union offices. I was hired at 22 and 
immediately became involved because of 
great mentors. I became a steward within 
6 months of being hired. I am currently 
president of a 20-plant amalgamated local. 

What career option do you think Chris Christie and/or Rob 
Ford should pursue?
I don’t know enough about Chris Christie or Rob Ford to 
choose a career path for them. Perhaps they could be a 
comedy duo called Costello and Costello?

Who would you prefer to have dinner with, and why: Hilary 
Clinton, Lady Gaga, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, Will Smith, 
Richard Trumka or Jennifer Lawrence?
This is a tough group to choose from. I am a real big fan of 
Trumka but I might take one for the team and pick Hilary so I 
can convince her to better support unions if she’s going to run 
for president. However, Jennifer Lawrence is from Kentucky 
and hot as hell! I’d like to win her over with my charm.

What’s the best thing about the Convention so far?
The best thing about the convention so far is meeting 
new people and reconnecting with people I don’t get to 
see often. That is by far the best part of any convention/
conference.

What things do you hope to do while you’re here?
My main goal is networking. I like to help my members find 
great resources outside of the Local to connect with in case 
I am not available. 

Have you yet decided how you will put the convention to 
work when you return home?
Nope.
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