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Work closely with the medical community: Access to data and statistics from those 

who treat miners diagnosed with deadly dust diseases is key to understanding the extent and 

severity of those diseases. While dust sampling data is valuable, the true indicator of success is 

whether or not miners are contracting black lung, PMF or silicosis and at what rate. MSHA has 

the opportunity to work closely with other groups and agencies that possess valuable 

knowledge on this subject, including NIOSH, the National Black Lung Association, the National 

Coalition of Black Lung and Respiratory Disease Clinics, the Office of Workers' Compensation 

Programs, the Health Resources and Services Administration, and medical programs for 

respiratory disease such as that at National Jewish Hospital. MSHA should embrace the 

opportunity to share valuable information with these stakeholders. MSHA could use this 

information to spot trends in the data, while protecting the confidentiality of miners. By 

monitoring trends, MSHA could quickly and accurately identify mines where a large number of 

miners have been diagnosed with dust diseases. MSHA could then take action to limit exposure 

at these problematic mines. 

The time for action is now. We stand ready to work with all stakeholders to do 

everything we can to protect our nation's miners from these debilitating and deadly diseases. 

We anxiously await MSHA's plan to address one of the worst occupational health crises of our 

time. 

Respectfully, 

Cecil E. Roberts, President, 

United Mine Workers of America 
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