
 

The USW has taken steps to make sure that the 

Steelworkers will be an active participant in the 

bankruptcy process following Sherwin Alumina’s 

decision to file Chapter 11 petitions. 
 

The USW is receiving and reviewing all of the court  

filings and has sought a spot on the Creditor’s 

Committee, which would put the union in a strong 

position to ensure that the voice of Sherwin’s work 

force is heard in this case. 
 

We will continue to keep you updated as the case 

moves forward.  
 

We are well aware that the current crisis in the 

commodities industry has made this a difficult time 

for the aluminum industry. Still, we are disappointed 

that Sherwin has decided to take this course of 

action, given that the USW has been trying for more 

than a year to take a cooperative approach in 

working through these issues with the company. 
 

In particular, we are concerned that Glencore’s plan 
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to sell Sherwin Alumina to Corpus Christi Alumina 

LLC, an affiliate of another Glencore subsidiary, 

Commodity Funding LLC, could be used as a way 

of sidestepping its employee, retiree and pension 

obligations. If this is Glencore’s intention, this 

would be a gross misuse of the bankruptcy 

process. 
 

This is a case that cries out for scrutiny, and the 

USW will be there every step of the way to ensure 

that our members and retirees are represented.  
 

Solidarity is never more important than at times 

like this. That’s why we will need every USW 

member to stand up and be an active participant 

in our union as this case moves forward. 
 

In addition, we will continue to pursue a fair 

settlement at the bargaining table, and we remain 

willing to negotiate in good faith with any party that 

bids on Sherwin’s assets. 


