
LGBTQ+ Labor Reads for Activists 
I Must Resist: Bayard Rustin’s Life in Letters 

Bayard Rustin is best remembered as the 
organizer of the 1963 March on Washington, one 
of the largest nonviolent protests ever held in the 
United States. He brought Gandhi’s protest 
techniques to the American civil rights movement 
and played a deeply influential role in the life of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., helping to mold him into an 
international symbol of nonviolence. 

Despite these achievements, Rustin often 
remained in the background. He was silenced, 
threatened, arrested, beaten, imprisoned, and fired 
from important leadership positions, largely 
because he was an openly gay man in a fiercely 
homophobic era. 

Here we have Rustin in his own words in a 
collection of over 150 of his eloquent, impassioned 
letters; his correspondents include the major 
progressives of his day — including Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, A Philip Randolph, Roy Wilkins, 
Ella Baker, and of course, Martin Luther King Jr. 

Out in the Union 

Out in the Union​ tells the continuous story of queer American workers from the mid-1960s 
through 2013. Miriam Frank shrewdly chronicles the evolution of labor politics with queer 
activism and identity formation, showing how unions began affirming the rights of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender workers in the 1970s and 1980s. She documents coming out on the 
job and in the union as well as issues of discrimination and harassment, and the creation of 
alliances between unions and LGBT communities. 

Featuring in-depth interviews with LGBT and labor activists, Frank provides an inclusive history 
of the convergence of labor and LGBT interests. She carefully details how queer caucuses in 
local unions introduced domestic partner benefits and union-based AIDS education for health 
care workers-innovations that have been influential across the U.S. workforce. Out in the Union 
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also examines organizing drives at queer workplaces, campaigns for marriage equality, and 
other gay civil rights issues to show the enduring power of LGBT workers. 

Semi Queer: Inside the World of Gay, Trans, and Black Truck Drivers 

Long-haul trucking is linked to almost every industry 
in America, yet somehow the working-class drivers 
behind big rigs remain largely hidden from public 
view. Gritty, inspiring, and often devastating oral 
histories of gay, transsexual, and minority truck 
drivers allow award-winning author Anne Balay to 
shed new light on the harsh realities of truckers’ lives 
behind the wheel. 

A licensed commercial truck driver herself, Balay 
discovers that, for people routinely subjected to 
prejudice, hatred, and violence in their hometowns 
and in the job market, trucking can provide an 
opportunity for safety, welcome isolation, and a 
chance to be themselves — even as the low-wage 
work is fraught with tightening regulations, constant 
surveillance, danger, and exploitation. The narratives 
of minority and queer truckers underscore the 
working-class struggle to earn a living while 
preserving one’s safety, dignity, and selfhood. 

Through the voices of drivers from marginalized 
communities who spend eleven- to fourteen-hour days hauling America’s commodities in 
treacherous weather and across mountain passes, Semi Queer reveals the stark differences 
between the trucking industry’s crushing labor practices and the perseverance of its most at-risk 
workers. 

*Balay also wrote​ ​Steel Closets​, a book featuring interviews with forty gay, lesbian, and 
transgender steelworkers, mostly living in northwestern Indiana, to give voice to this previously 
silent and invisible population. 

Plane Queer: Labor, Sexuality, and AIDS in the History of Male Flight 
Attendants 

In this vibrant new history, Phil Tiemeyer details the history of men working as flight attendants. 
Beginning with the founding of the profession in the late 1920s and continuing into the 
post-September 11 era, Plane Queer examines the history of men who joined workplaces 
customarily identified as female-oriented. It examines the various hardships these men faced at 
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work, paying particular attention to the conflation of gender-based, sexuality-based, and 
AIDS-based discrimination. 

Tiemeyer also examines how this heavily gay-identified group of workers created an important 
place for gay men to come out, garner acceptance from their fellow workers, fight homophobia 
and AIDS phobia, and advocate for LGBT civil rights. All the while, male flight attendants 
facilitated key breakthroughs in gender-based civil rights law, including an important expansion 
of the ways that Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act would protect workers from sex 
discrimination. Throughout their history, men working as flight attendants helped evolve an 
industry often identified with American adventuring, technological innovation, and economic 
power into a queer space. 

Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. Citizenship, 
and Border Crossings 

Immigration from Latin America and Asia has influenced 
every aspect of social, political, economic, and cultural life in 
the United States over the past quarter century. However, 
little attention has been paid to queer immigrants of color. 

Focusing particularly on migration from Mexico, Cuba, El 
Salvador, and the Philippines, ​Queer Migrations​ brings 
together scholars of immigration, citizenship, sexuality, race, 
and ethnicity to provide analyses of the norms, institutions, 
and discourses that affect queer immigrants of color, also 
providing ethnographic studies of how these newcomers 
have transformed established immigrant communities in 
Miami, San Francisco, and New York. 
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